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STATTETTK OF HEK.U'LES 



STATUKTTE OF 
HERACLES 



A noteworthy addition 
to the Boston Museum 
of Fine Arts' collection 
of ancient sculpture has been placed on 
exhibition in the first marble room in 
the classical wing. This is a marble 
statuette of Heracles which has recently 
been purchased from the income of the 
Francis Bartlett Fund. It is a little 
under two feet high and represents the 
hero standing as if wearied by his 



labors; his head is inclined forward and 
to his left; his right hand rests on the 
end of his club; the lion's skin hangs 
over his left arm, and the hand, which 
is missing, held a bow. The statuette is 
an" admirable Roman copy, in almost 
perfect preservation, of a Greek work 
of the fifth century, B. C, which seems 
to have enjoyed a considerable fame in 
antiquity, judging by the number of ex- 
isting reproductions. It is noticeable 
that these are all on gems, coins and 
other examples of the minor arts, where- 
as no life-size copies are known. A 
terra-cotta head exhibited with the statu- 
ette is a close replica and at the same 
scale. It is therefore probable that the 
original was also a statuette, and that 
the copyist, having direct access to it, or 
to a cast of it, has produced an unusu- 
ally accurate and reliable replica. Such 
a theory helps to explain the very care- 
ful and detailed workmanship which dis- 
tinguishes the piece from the great mass 
of Roman copies. The original was, like 
most of the sculptures of the period, of 
bronze. It is to be assigned to the second 
quarter of the fifth century, perhaps to 
the sculptor Myron who was an older 
contemporary of Phidias and Polyclitus. 



An exhibition of the 
clay industries of New 
Jersey is now being 
gathered by the New- 
ark Museum Associa- 
It will open for six weeks in 



EXHIBIT OF 
CLAY INDUS- 
TRIES OF 
NEW JERSEY 



tion 
February. 

This is the most ambitious work the 
Association has yet undertaken — ambi- 
tious in extent, for it will show in out- 
line the whole range of clay industries, 
and ambitious also because it is, as far 
as can be learned, the first of its kind 
undertaken by a museum. 

"We are going to take up an indus- 
try and make an art exhibition of it," 
says one of the museum officials. "A 
museum can so house, display and ex- 
plain an industry as to lend to it a cer- 
tain dignity and bring it all within the 
field of art. And every industry is, after 
all, an art in practice, an art applied. 

"In Germany the Werkbund. a union 



